CASTLE HILL BOOK FAIR
Fri 7 to Sun 9 October
Category Highlights by Some of Our Book Fair Volunteers
Lifeline H2H’s amazing book volunteers work hard to clean, sort, pack and stack books in
preparation for every book fair. Without their energy, skills, knowledge and dedication, we
couldn’t bring these fantastic community fundraisers to locations around the Harbour to
Hawksbury Sydney region throughout the year. Read on to see what several of our volunteers
have to say about some of this year’s book highlights, which will all be available for sale at the
Castle Hill Book Fair at Oakhill College on Friday 7 to Sunday 9 October. See you there!

NATURE & ANIMALS
There is always a lot of interest in the Nature & Animals section at the Lifeline book fairs, and
with the exciting array of books we have in store at Castle Hill this year, we will no doubt see
this section again quickly targeted to ensure there are no disappointments in securing
material on favourite animals/pets. Be it cat/dog/horse or other creature, there will be a
terrific selection to choose from for animal and nature lovers of all ages.
As a treat this year, we have a delightful book titled The Natural History of Edward Lear, which
contains more than 200 full-colour illustrations and a foreword by David Attenborough. The
early bird will certainly catch the worm in securing this gem.

CRAFT & HOBBIES by Jennie Northey
The upcoming Castle Hill Book Fair will offer a bonanza of books, games and knitting patterns
in the Craft & Hobbies section. Don’t miss the large assortment of games, craft sets and
jigsaw puzzles for all ages.

TEXTILES by Alison Rose
We have a large, rich collection of beautiful books on textiles from all around the world,
including sumptuous coffee-table books, art books and ‘How To’ books. They range from
historical to modern, and highlight practices and processes from cultures all across the globe.

t

RARE & COLLECTIBLE by Bob Page
Folio Society
At Lifeline's Castle Hill Book Fair, we will be offering a wonderful selection of books produced
by the Folio Society. This is a great opportunity to add these highly sought-after books to your
collection. The photo provided shows just a small sample of what will be available in the Rare
& Collectible section at Oakhill College on Old Northern Road in Castle Hill from Fri 7 to Sun
9 October.

Ethel Turner
One of Australia’s best-loved authors will be strongly represented at Lifeline’s Castle Hill Book
Fair this year with a wide range and variety of her numerous books, which have been read and
admired by generations of young and adult readers.
The wonderful collection of her work that we will be showcasing comprises numerous titles –
many of which are early editions. Whether it’s Seven Little Australians or The Family at Misrule,
you’ll find your Ethel Turner favourite in the Rare & Collectible section.
Don’t miss this chance to take a walk down memory lane with the opportunity to again
possess copies of these magical books.

CHUMS and Chatterbox
An air of excitement is in store for those with childhood memories of eagerly awaiting the
release of their favourite annual: CHUMS. We are pleased to advise that there will be copies
of both the renowned CHUMS and Chatterbox publications from the early 1900s. These can
be found in the Rare & Collectible section and will be ready for purchase when the doors
open at 9.00am on Friday October 7.

PICTURE BOOKS FOR OLDER READERS, 9+ YEARS OF AGE by Hilary Guthrie
Many in the community regard picture books as books for younger readers and, yes, many
are for this group, but others are not. As a child begins to develop proficiency and fluency in
reading words, you may hear the comment, ‘You’re too old for picture books’. But we are
NEVER too old for ‘picture books’. We are surrounded by and experience visual literacy every
day. We live in a world where we need to understand and critically interpret the variety of
images that are part of our everyday life; for example, those found in painting, sculpture,
cartoons, film, newspapers, magazines, photographs, advertising and television. Visual literacy
needs to be supported by conventional literacy. Learning to read visual clues is an important
part of becoming literate. If we are not careful, older students lose this ability.
There is no doubt that many of the authors and illustrators we have chosen can be enjoyed by
all readers – for example, Graeme Base, Anthony Browne, Jeannie Baker, Jackie French,
Alison Lester, Margaret Wild and David Wiesner. However, it is the higher level of
interpretation, understanding and inference older readers apply that makes the difference.
We have also chosen books by other authors and illustrators whose body of work is mainly for
the more mature reader – for example, Eleanor Coerr, Gary Crew, Neil Gaiman, William Joyce,
Shaun Tan, Colin Thompson and Mark Wilson.

Over many years, the evolution of picture books has made them available to a much wider
audience, developing and challenging the imagination. Older readers are able to bring a more
sophisticated, prior knowledge to the interpretation of picture books. Worldly experience
leads to more mature variations of knowledge, observations, points of view and emotional
responses, depending on the individual reader’s personal experiences. Through this, there is
an enormous improvement in the reader’s vocabulary and knowledge. Poor readers of text
can develop their imagination in a ‘safe place’ through picture books. More complex
concepts, attitudes and beliefs are often portrayed in these picture books, which may also
result in misconceptions being corrected.

All book covers are a representation of some of the mentioned authors and illustrators who
produce picture books for older readers

The following references are from ‘English K-6: NSW Syllabus for the Australian
curriculum’:
Visual literacy
‘The ability to decode, interpret, create, question, challenge and evaluate texts that
communicate with visual images as well as, or rather than words. Visually literate people can
read the intended meaning in a visual text such as an advertisement or a film shot, interpret
the purpose and intended meaning and evaluate the form, structure and features of the text.
They can also use images in a creative and appropriate way to express meaning.’

Visual texts
‘Texts in which meaning is shaped and communicated by images rather than words. Visual
texts use techniques such as line, shape, space, colour, movement, perspective, angle and
juxtaposition to shape meaning. Examples of visual texts include cartoons, billboards,
photographs, film, TV, artworks, web pages and illustrations.’

Travel Books by Nina Strupilis- Haddock
After 3 years of limited travel, Australians can now explore the world. On offer will be a wide
selection of travel books to entice you to explore new places and a special section for foreign
languages to help you get around your new destinations.

